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THEME OF THE CALL FOR PAPERS: CONTEMPORARY EXTREMISMS AND
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES. RIGHTS, FREEDOMS, AND NEW TENSIONS IN THE PUBLIC
SPHERE

Today, democratic institutions are increasingly confronted with new forms of extremism,
unfamiliar compared to the past and often marked by strong identitarian and religious traits.
Populist and fundamentalist trends, fueled by growing polarization of the public sphere,
raise serious questions about the balance between public order, security, and the protection
of fundamental rights, calling for innovative solutions.

These phenomena, which are widespread yet heterogeneous and not attributable to a single
matrix, pose unprecedented challenges to national and supranational institutions. These
institutions are called to develop legal and political responses capable of preserving public
order without compromising fundamental rights and freedoms. This call invites reflection
on these new forms of extremism, how they manifest in democratic contexts, and the
institutional dilemmas they raise. Particularly relevant in this analytical framework are
some current scenarios that deserve the attention of legal and political debate: from the
United States, where the Trump era has witnessed a radicalization of part of the electorate
and a challenge to fundamental democratic balances, to Germany, where the presence of



the AfD (Alternative fiir Deutschland) has raised issues of constitutional legitimacy
currently being reviewed by the Federal Constitutional Court.

Other significant contexts include those where forms of government based on dominant
religious identities are strengthening, often in an ambivalent relationship with religious
pluralism (such as in various Southeast Asian countries and nations with Orthodox
traditions). In all these cases, crucial questions arise regarding the role of democratic
institutions in addressing extremist tendencies without abandoning their constitutional
foundations.

Please note that contributions should not primarily focus on jurisprudence, as this topic
will be covered in Issue No. 3 of this journal.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The editorial committee will only consider for publication articles that have not been and
will not be published elsewhere (in any format) and which comply with the journal’s style
guidelines. Interested authors are kindly invited to use the attached file “Style model”. Only
articles of a maximum of 15 pages will be accepted.

The editorial committee welcomes articles in Italian, English, French, and Spanish. Authors
submitting an article in a language different from their mother tongue are responsible for any
language review that may be necessary.

Interested authors are invited to send their articles in .doc format to
redazione.qdpe2@gmail.com no later than January 31, 2026.

The article submission must be preceded by a manifestation of interest sent to the email
address redazione.qdpe2@gmail.com by September 30, 2025.

The manifestation of interest must include:

—  Name and Surname;

—  Affiliation, if any;

— title of the contribution that you intend to submit;

—  abstract of max 400 words.

Contributions sent without prior manifestation of interest will not be considered.

All articles will be subject to blind peer review and authors will be notified of the
reviewer’s recommendation (accepted / accepted subject to change / rejected). Accepted
articles will be published in the section “Contributions of the call for papers «CONTEMPORARY
EXTREMISMS AND INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES. RIGHTS, FREEDOMS, AND NEW TENSIONS IN
THE PUBLIC SPHERE»” of issue no. 2 of the journal, which will be published in October 2026
in both print and online versions.

The criteria on which the evaluation will be based are as follows: relevance of the topics
addressed; originality; clarity of presentation and language proficiency; treatment of
existing literature; and methodological accuracy. In case of a positive decision, the Director
will inform the Author that the contribution will be published.
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AUTHOR GUIDELINES

Please use the provided template. Compliance with the following referencing and
bibliographic criteria is mandatory for acceptance.

Articles must not exceed 15 pages.

To ensure anonymous review, the text must not contain the author’s name, institutional
role, references to ongoing research projects, institutional affiliations, or
acknowledgments.

For the same reason, authors are asked to anonymize the article by avoiding personal
references or identifying previously published works as their own.
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